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Vou. VIII. 


occupy us long, but it will be preceded and followed 


This anonymous circular supplies a list of candidates 


circular seems to think that not only is our education 
defective but our intelligence of the very lowest, and 


Our Annuat MEETING. 


On Wednesday next the yearly general meeting of 
the veterinary profession will be held at 10, Red Lion 
Square. The Report to be then considered is not 
likely to lead to any very exciting proceedings. It is 
a condensed account of twelve months hard work— 
work which has occupied a large amount of time 
given by members of Council in return for the honour 
conferred upon them by their co-practitioners. 

{- Probably consideration of the report will not 


by events of great interest—by the announcement of 
the names of newly elected members of Council, and 
by a special meeting to discuss the matriculation. 
We hope there will be a full attendance and that some 
light may be thrown upon the question which all 
(save eleven) are trying to understand. At any rate 
one cause for mystification will have passed away—the 
voting papers are all filled up. Men will be able to 
concentrate their attention upon facts, and talkers 
may cease from using language to disguise their 


thoughts. 
Whatever happens at Red Lion Square the day will 


close with a peaceful meeting at the Holborn Res- 
taurant, where opponents may join in forgetting their 
differences and in recognising their common interests. 
After all we are members of the same body and no 
antagonism about details can blind us to the necessity 
of union for the good of the whole. 


Anonymous Direction. 


Societies, journals, and individuals have striven 
hard during the last few weeks to direct the minds of 
the profession. Some attempts struck us as exhibit- 
ing rather a want of intelligence in the authors. One 
attempt seems based upon a theory that the veteri- 
nary elector is destitute of intelligence and that he 
has simply to be told what to do and how to do it. 


with a black line through seven names and a note 
underneath—ERASE THE NAMES AS SHOWN ABOVE. 
The stupid person who issued this impertinent 


he therefore adds—‘ Be sure to sign your name at 
the bottom of the paper ’—‘‘If you vote for more 
than eleven candidates all your votes will be lost ’— 
“Do not give a vote to any other candidate.” _ 

If this precious document has not produced disgust 
and antagonism instead of lamb-like obedience we 
have misunderstood the members of the profession. 
We almost feel sorry for “our best eleven” and we 
sincerely condole with them in having had their 


names gibbeted by this anonymous director. The 
result of the election will be a lesson in politics. | 


THe Sranparp or GeneraL Epucarion. 


There are many arguments in favour of veterinary 
surgeons having a good general education, and there 
is one argument in favour of their accepting the 
standard fixed by the General Medical Council for 
medical students. All standards are comparative 
and arbitrary, and we must fix ours just where con- 
ventionality indicates that it would be most useful. 
Our studies more closely resemble those of the medi- 
cal profession than those of any other calling. Our 
educational attainments are therefore most likely to 
be compared with those of the medical practitioners. 
Whether the medical standard is right or wrong 
matters little, as our only object is to stand the com- 
parison for social purposes. If we can say that our 
graduates are only accepted after passing an &duca- 
tional test similiar to that of medical graduates, we 
may claim that both bodies are on the same educa- 
tional level. For this one reason we accept the 
standard of the General Medical Council. 

Some years ago we left the question of general 
education to the Veterinary Schools. The result was 
that no uniform standard was attained. Then the 
Council issued a list of subjects—some obligatory 
and some optional. This examination was conducted 
by independent scholastic bodies in England and 
Scotland. The subjects were, in 1892, 

1. Obligatory— 

Reading aloud. 

_ Writing from dictation. 
English grammar—parsing and composition. 
Arithmetic to vulgar and decimal fractions. 
History and geography. 
Latin. 

Il, Optional— 
English literature and composition. 
Euclid, to Book II. 
Algebra, to quadratic equations. 
Natural history, or physiology, or geology 
(one branch only). 

In July, 1892, the Council discovered that this 
standard was too low, and determined to raise it. 
They adopted the standard of the General Medical 
Council. This body conducts no examination of its 
own, but it accepts certificates from a number of 
different educational bodies. These educational 
bodies arrange the subjects of their examinations to 
suit various callings—for instance the College of 
Preceptors require candidates in their Second Class 
to pass in six subjects, as follows :— 

1. English. 

2. History or geography. 

8. Arithmetic. 

4. A foreign language, or a science subject, or 
algebra, or Euclid. 

5 & 6. Any two other subjects on their list. 
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For this examination there are seventeen subjects 
in all, so that 5 and 6 afford some latitude. A can- 
didate might select Scripture History and Hebrew, 
or he might take Spanish and Mechanics. 

The General Medical Council, in their wisdom, 
have drawn up a long list of the educational certifi- 
cates they will accept, but they have selected the 
subjects which they consider are best suited for 
medical men, and no certificate is accepted as quali- 
fying for registration unless all these subjects are 
taken and passed at one examination. The subjects 
are— 

English language. 

Latin. 

Arithmetic. 

Algebra. 

Euclid, to Book III. 

Kither Greek, logic, or a modern foreign 
language. 

It will be seen “that this examination requires no 
knowledge of history or geography, and that it con- 
siders Euclid of more value than French or German. 
In these modern and utilitarian days the education 
based on this plan may be called lop-sided. It is 
apparently arranged to suit the fourth-form boys 
from the most fashionable of our public schools, and 
sacrifices utility to conventionality. But if it is 
good enough for medical men it is good enough for 
us. Some day, perhaps, the Medical Authorities 
will widen their views and their examinations. 
Meantime the boy from a modern school will want 
only a little cramming in one or perhaps two. sub- 
jects to pass the ordeal with ease. 

The bye-laws of the R.C.V.S. only want a little 
alteration to make our matriculation the same as 
that ordained by the General Medica! Council. 


Pre 


THE MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE, 
A Perrsonat ExpLanation. 


The difference of opinion on this matter has gradu- 
ally grown from a simple question of how to interpret 
the bye-laws of the College to a heated quarrel 
in which one side has apparently persuaded itself 
that the other has been guilty of dishonourable and 
underhand conduct. This is unfortunate, as it delays 
a settlement and gives rise to very justifiable feelings 
of resentment. The election pamphlet which Mr. 
Dollar has published under the title of a special 
number of the Veterinarian, contains the whole charge 
carefully worked up with every literary artifice and 
every rhetorical sophistry he could employ. The 
suggestio falsi and the suppresio veri are the chief 
weapons he uses. A reference to the report of the last 
meeting of the Central V.M.S. shows the same feeling 
and methods in Mr. Dollar’s speech. Here are a few 
of Mr. Dollar’s remarks—‘ I think I should be justi- 
fied in describing these arguments as the desperate 
resorts of those who were bereft of straightforward 
reasons.” ‘‘Expedients altogether unworthy of 
honourable argument.” ‘ The greatest and most 
serious enemies we have had to encounter haye been 


those persons who have concealed their opinions until 
they could discover which way the cat was going to 
jump.” ‘Those gentlemen who dabble in what I 
may call tactics as opposed to principles.”’ 


In the pamphlet, the first section concludes—“ the 
advocates of divided certificates and a debased 
standard will in July spring the mine they have been 
driving for two years past.” 


Now all these charges of cunning, duplicity and de- 
liberate scheming I should have passed by with con- 
tempt had I not received a number of letters drawing 
my attention to them and pointing out that the 
prominence with which my name is connected with 
them requires an answer. 


On page 3 Mr. Dollar says—‘‘ One of the greatest diffi? 
culties with which the upholders of the matriculation had 
to deal was that in consequence of the secrecy observed in 
regard to Mr. Hunting’s letter of October 18th, 1894, 
divided certificates had twice been accepted in Scotland 
before the fact was even suspected by the general body of 
the Council and a precedent had thus been established.” 


This suggests that some unfair means had been 
taken to blind the Council as to the procedure of the 
Secretary in Scotland. I can only say that my letter 
to the Secretary in London was open enough, and 
that I talked about it freely +o members of Council. 
It must have been known to all the officials of the 
College and probably to all the Scotch schools. I do 
not know to the present day that ‘‘ divided” certifi- 
cates have been accepted. 


On the same page is this—‘‘ If Mr. Simpson is right, then 
Mr. Hunting deliberately substituted for the Council’s clear 
ruling against divided vertificates a letter of his own.” 

As a fact I never “substituted,” deliberately or 
otherwise, any letter, and Mr. Dollar knows perfectly 
well that I did not. Possibly Mr. Dollar will say his 
gross suggestion is qualified by the words “if Mr. 
Simpson is right.” But a dialectic quibble of this 
kind will not let him out, for Mr. Simpson might 
have been wrong, and yet many other explanations 
would occur to an honest mind without such illogical 
and uncalled for imputation on my acts. 


Mr. Dollar supplies three pages in which he pro- 
fesses to place in parallel columns utterances of mine 
showing ‘the progress of his opinions.’”’ The juxta 
position of contradictory statements or of inconsistent 
arguments is a fair and forcible method of conducting 
a discussion. For showing up a trickster the ‘‘ deadly 
parallel ’’ is most effective, but an honest use of it is 
essential. This is what Mr. Dollar promises but he 
does nothing of the sort. Sometimes he quotes me 
in one column and by way of ‘contrast’ puts an 
assertion of his own in the other. Sometimes he con- 
trasts a statement of mine on one subject with a 
statement on some other totally distinct subject. 
Clearly the only honest contrast should be of quota- 
tions referring to the same subject. Any one care- 
lessly glancing through the pamphlet would imagine 
Mr. Dollar had gleaned a rich harvest of ‘ contrasts.” 
Although it will waste a lot of space I feel bound to 
reproduce all these paragraphs and offer a word on 
each. 
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V. R., Nov. 14th, 1891, p. 
‘261. A four years’ course of 
study means greatly in- 
creased expense to parents 
and guardians who select 
the veterinary profession as 
@ career for their youths. 
We do not think such expense 
necessary. 


V. R., Feb. 13th, 1892, p, 
421. Is the veterinary pro- 
fession worth the education, 
scholastic and _ technical, 
which he (Captain Ray. 
mond) proposes should be 
enforced. We believe it is, 
and that our only chance of 
more money and a better posi- 
tion rests upon our adoption 
of the higher standard. 


The one paragraph refers to professional studies ; 
the other toa higher general education, which I have 


V.R., Feb. 20th, 1892, p. 
438. ‘Instead of forming 
our matriculation upon a 
set of subjects we think 
necessary to a veterinary 
student we must base it 
upon the course adopted at 
the schools where a liberal 
education is given, and 
where a certain social status 
prevails. I think we cannot 
do better than follow the sys- 
tem adopted by the Medical 
Council. 


consistently supported for thirty years. 


V.R., May 2nd, 1896, p. 
561. ‘‘ There really seems 
no reason why we should 
not have rules of our own, 
and some appearance of in- 
dependence would be given 
by their possession. To 
make a rule referring seek- 
ers after information to the 
rules of some other corpora- 
tion seems imitative and 
weak - 


The one paragraph refers to ‘the system adopted 
by the General Medical Council” of entrusting 
matriculation to professional scholastic bodies, and 
of requiring a certificate instead of holding an ex- 
amination. The other argues that we, like the 
General Medical Council should have rules of our own. 


Where is the contrast ? 


V.R., May 21st, 1892, p. 
617. The Council has ap- 
roved a recommendation 
rom its educational com- 
mittee advising the adoption 
cf a matriculation test simi- 
lar to that applied by the 
General Medical Council to 
students of medicine. .... 


V. R., May 9th, 1896, p. 
581. Under the pretence of 
guarding against a retro- 
grade movement the profes- 
sion will be asked to vote 
for a little band of candi- 
dates whose one idea is to 
slavishly copy the medical 
profession. 


therefore in reply to a letter stated the fact. My im- 
pression was that as the Council had decided only one 
certificate could be presented, we must trust the 
educational body as to the method by which such 


certificate was obtained. 


Copy of Mr. Hunting’s 
endorsement on back of Pro- 
fessor Mettam’s letter of 
Sept. 25th, 1894 :— 

cannot accept any 
partial or divided certifi- 
cates.” [These were the 
words of the Council’s de- 
cision. } 


V.R., Dee., th. 1895, 

p. 293. Professor Mettam 
wrote that ‘he had been in- 
formed that the Council had 
passed a resolution to the 
effect that in future they 
would not accept educa- 
tional certificates unless 
they embraced the neces- 
sary subjects of preliminary 
examinations, and unless 
all the subjects were passed 
at one time.” 
_ Ibid., p. 294. Mr. Hunt- 
ing asked if it was correct 
that the Council had passed 
any such resolution as Mr. 
Mettam mentioned. As far 
as he recollected, the Council 
had never passed such reso- 
lution. Professor McCall 
said he had never heard of 
such a resolution. 


My endorsement in 1894 on Professor Mettam’s 
letter is correct. My remark in 1895 is equally cor- 
rect. The Council never passed any such resolution 
as Mr. Mettam’s words embody. 


Ibid., p. 294. Mr. Hunt- 
ing suggested that there was 
a good deal more weight 
attached to a letter of an 
official of the Council than 
there was to the irregular 
action of the Committee, 
and that the Council was 
more or less bound by the 
official letter. 


We presume from this 
that Mr. Hunting considers 
his misleading letter of Oct. 
18th, 1894, should have “a 
good deai more weight” 
than the express .determi- 
nation of Council on the 
3rd Oct., that ‘‘We cannot 
accept any partial or divided 
certificate.” 


So far we all agreed. 


Surely Mr. Dollar is not unable to see a difference 
between a thing being “similar to” and being “a 
slavish copy of” another. I desire a test of the same 
standard as the medical, but I prefer to have rules of 
our own instead of a note in our bye-laws referring 
students to the medical calendar. 


My suggestion was that the interpretation of a bye- 
law by an executive official was of more weight than 
the opinion of a committee which had not been ap- 
proved by the Council. Mr. Dollar’s presumption 
(which he offers as a ‘“contrast’’) that I consider 
my opinion should have ‘a good deal more weight 
than the express determination of Council” is with- 


V. R., August 6th, 1892, 
p. 65. The Matriculation 
examination. On and after 
Sept., 1893, every student 
prior to his first examina- 
tion shall produce to the 
secretary of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Sur- 
yeous a certificate showing 
that he has passed one of 
the examinations in general 
education recognised by the 
General Medical. Council. 
This is a very important step, 
and nothing but good can 
come of it. [The General 
Medical Council requires all 
subjects to be passed en 
bloc.) 


Mr. Hunting’s instruction 
to Mr. Hill, October 18th, 
1894 :—I know no published 
rule of ours saying they must 
be passed en bloc. 


In 1892 arule as quoted existed. In 1894 this rule 


was not included in the published bye-laws, and I 


out an atom of truth. 


Mr. Hunting’s letter of 
Oct. 18th, 1894: ‘*I know 
no published rule of ours 
saying they” (i.e. the sub- 
jects of the matriculation 
examination) ‘ must be 
passed en bloc.” 


V. R., Dec. 14th, 1895 
p. 296. Sir F. FitzWygram 
moved as an amendment, 
‘That this Council will not 
enforce the strict terms of 
the bye-law regulating the 
educational certificate in 
the case of students who 
have already entered as stu- 
dents of a veterinary col- 
lege.” 

Mr. Hunting seconded 
the amendment. 

(If there was ** no publis. ed 
rule of ours saying the sub- 
jects must be passed en bloc,” 
why was it proposed not to 
enforce such a rule, and why 
did Mr. Hunting support the 


proposition. | 
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These two pars present no basis for comparison. 
The first paragraph, as I have said, is a simple state- 
ment of fact. The other is a question of motive. I 
gladly answer. I supported Sir F. FitzWygram’s 
motion because I thought it would have been adopted 
and thus have prevented an interpretation of rules at 
that meeting. We should then have had time to do 
the right thing—alter the rules so that they clearly 
showed what was required to bring us into line with 
the General Medical Council. 


V.R., May 2nd, 1896, p. 
561. ‘The result was the 
adoption of a proposal to 
adjourn” (till after the 
elections.—Jno. A. W. D.) 
‘* This course seems to have 
offended a group of superior 
persons. . These five 
gentlemen resigned. En- 
thusiasm in a good cause is 
a beautiful thing and frag- 
rant withal—but it may be 


[Resignation was the only 
method of calling the atten- 
tion of the profession to an 
important subject. and of 
preventing the permanent 
acceptance of divided certifi- 
cates. But why has Mr. 
Hunting resigned? Accord- 
ing to his own statement 
there are at least 1000, and 
probably 3000, voters on his. 
side, so HE had no reason to 


V. R., Dec. 14th, 1895, 
Mr. Hunting said another 
piece of fallacy was Profes- 
sor Edgar’s contention that 
the bye-laws were clear, as 
shown by one school having 
interpreted them in a cer- 
tain way. Surely the fact 
that three schools iaterpre- 
ted them the other way was 
« stronger fact. 


The first paragraph is an argument of mine in 
opposition to Mr. Edgar’s contention that the bye- 
laws were clear. The other is a statement of Mr. 
Dollar’s concerning what I ‘did not say.” This is 
no contrast of my opinions. 


parallel columns. 


V. R., Feb., 1st, 1896, p. 
305 (Editorial). ‘ The ex- 
planation is, as Mr. Barrett 
pointed out, that Professor 
McFadyean got confused 
between the Ezamination 
authorised by the General 
Medical Council and the 
accepted in lieu 
of it.” 


Here again is no parallel. The first par quotes 
me ; the other refers to Mr. Barrett and the Registrar 


of some council. 


But Mr. Hunting did not 
say that the one school 
acted on the Council’s decis- 
ion and the other three on 
Mr. Huntiny’s letter and 
that that letter was not 
brought before the Council 
for a year after being 
written. 


It is simply fooling in 


[The Registrar of the 
General Medical Council 
when appealed to emphati- 
cally {denied that any such 
examination as that des- 
cribed by Mr. Barrett and 
confirmed by Mr. Hunting 
exists. ] 


resign his seat. Was it 
through pique or a contempt 
for the value of a seat on 
the Council, or was it merely 
to confuse the electors. } 
The first paragraph is a quotation from me with a 
suggestio falst of Mr. Dollar’s interposed. In the same? 
number of The Record as that from which Mr. Dollar 
quotes is a full report of the meeting which was ad- 
journed. I then said ‘I do not think the considera- 
tion of Mr. Edgar’s motion should wait until the 
July meeting. The matter ought to be discussed be- 
fore the annual meeting.’’ The contrasting paragraph 
is an opinion of Mr. Dollar’s, followed by a question. 
Well, here is the answer. I resigned because I was 
challenged to, because I was accused of wanting the 
courage and because it was prophesied I should “ find 
myself out in the cold.” Mr. Dollar promised to 
resign but failed to perform. I admire his discretion.. 


overacted.” 


V. R., May 2nd,1896, p. Mr. Hunting’s motion was 


571, Mr.Hanting said : 
reason he (the chairman of 
the Committee) gave for its 
being out of order was ‘‘That 
this Committee permit no 
motions to be brought for- 
ward reflecting upon the 
previous work of the Com- 
mittee.’ It struck me that 
was a very good rule.” 


‘That the resolution carried 
towards the end of the quar- 
terly meeting of Council 
held in January . . . be ex- 
punged from the minutes.” 
(Did not this ‘‘ reflect on the 
previous work of the Coun- 
cil.”’) 


These paragraphs are another burlesque of “the 
deadly parallel.”” The one is from a speech of mine 


V. R., April 4th, 1896, p. Who creates the confu- 
513. ‘* The constant altera- sion, and who isthe Master ? 
tion of bye-laws, the re- 
peated reversal of resolu- 
tions, and the general con- 
fusion which has attended 
the work of the Council for 
three or four years is be- 
coming a scandal. It is 
«4s chiefly to the 


at the Council. The other is a quotation from which 
is omitted the very words necessary to answer Mr. 
Dollar’s query. My motion was justified because the 
resolution complained of was an insulting expression 
of disagreement with a previous decision of the 
Council. 


Ibid. ‘*I have no hesita- V.R, Feb. 1st, 1896. Pro- 
tion in saying that ... fessor McFadyean said... 
none of us ever dreamed of with the consent of his 


fact that a large proportion 
of its members never trouble 
to master any single subject 


its being carried at that late 
hour of the evening when 
there were only some twelve 


seconder he would withdraw 
his motion (the one referred 
to opposite.) Mr. Hunting 


brought under their notice. 
They attend at Red Lion 
Square in blissful ignorance 
of the agenda paper, and 
vote either according to 
their little interests or 
under the guidance and 
direction of some master 
who knows what he wants 
and is determined to have 
it.” 
This is another flagrant example of Mr. Dollar’s 
failure to do as he promised, viz., contrast some of 


my utterances. A tu quoque is not an argument, it 


men left in the room.” thought it would be mean to 
try and rob Prof. McFad- 
yean of the fruits of victory 
and would rather he sub- 
mitted his motion to the 
meeting. Prof. McFadyean’s 
motion was then put and 
carried, 8 voting for and 6 
against. (So after all Mr. 
Hunting was responsible for 
the motion being carried.) 


Iam not altogether surprised at Mr. Dollar not 
understanding my remark, when Professor McFad- 
yean offered to withdraw his motion. I felt sure it 


is the retort of exhausted minds. 


would not be carried, and said in irony, “ it would 
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be mean to try and rob Professor McFadyean of the 
fruits of victory. I would rather he submitted his 
motion.” I venture to think every one in the room 


except Mr. Dollar recognised the remark as ironical. 


It is too late now for a surgical operation, but 
apparently one was needed. 


Mr. Dollar follows his abortive attempt at con- 
victing me in parallel columns of inconsistency by a 


set of inquisitorial questions. He acknowledges that 


I seconded, on May 7th, a motion at the Central 
V.M.S., to “maintain the standard of preliminary 


-examination,’’ but insinuates that this was only 


after two other Societies had pledged themselves to 
similar resolutions. He adds that he is not prepared 
to accept my conversion until I have answered his 


questions. I cannot possibly be converted to a creed 


I have never forsaken, and | therefore must try and 
live without the benediction of Cardinal ’’ Dollar. 


Question, 1. Why did Mr. Hunting write any personal 


expression of opinion at all on the 18th October, 1894, when he 


was in possession of the Council’s emphatic mandate of the 


8rd of October refusing divided certificates and the Solicitor’s 


ruling that they were illegal ? é 
(Extract from Report, Oct. 1894.) 
“ The Secretary reported that he had received a letter 


dated the 14th ult. from Professor A. E. Mettam, of the 
Royal Dick Veterinary College, asking whether the 


Council would accept certificates of the preliminary or 


general knowledge examination from students who had 
failed to obtain the full certificate or to pass in all sub- 
jects at one examination. ‘Is it,’ he queried, “ neces- 


‘sary that the whole examination must be passed at one 


time?’’? The Secretary said that in reply he informed 
Mr Mettam that the Council had no authority to accept 
avy other certificates than the certificates named on the 


-enclosed list.’* (A list fixed by the bye-laws.) To this 


Mr. Mettam answered on the 25th ult.:—“ Yours to 
hand. I am unable to deduce from your reply an answer 
to the following question : Is it necessary that a student 
should pass in all sabjects of the general knowledge 


examination at one and the same time?” A reply to 


this, the President thought, had better come from the 


‘Council. 


Professor PENBERTHY : Weare bound by the bye laws 


and we are bound by the Medical Council’s conditions. 


The CuareMan : I am afraid we are not bound by the 
Medical Council’s conditions, because we have omitted to 


embody all their clauses in our bye-laws. 


Professor PeNBERTHY: I think you will find that the 


original proposition in my name includes the same con- 
ditions as those laid down by the Medical Council. 


_ The Cuarrman: In the published bye-laws up to 
the present time we have no clause which says that they 


shall pass all these subjects at once; and, | take it we 


are bound entirely by the educational body who grant a 
certificate, behind which we must uot go to ascer- 
tain whether a student passed at once or in twenty 
times. 

Mr. Mutvey: We simply require certain certificates. 
If the students present themselves with these certificates 
it is no concern of ours when or how they passed their 


examination. 


The CuarrMaw:: Is it necessary to pass in all subjects 
at the matriculation examination at one and the same 


time? Our bye-laws say nothing abeut that, and all we 


require is the certificate. ; 
Professor PeNBEXTHY: That is it. We only want the 


certificate. What is meant is, I take it, this: Can a 
student. bring two certificates, say one in 1894 that he 


had passed in geography, and another in 1895 that he 
has passed in Euclid. 


The SEcretaky : Cau a student come up for the pro- 
fessional examination with an incomplete certificate, 
having passed in all general knowledge subjects save 
one, and then come up again when he has passed in that 
subject two or three months afterwards ? 

_ Professor PeNBERtHY: Your answer will be that we 
simply require the prescribed certificate, 

Mr. Apson: We don’t want a pieca-meal certificate. 

The CuarrmMan: We require a certain certificate 
granted by an approved educational body, and cannot 
accept any partial or divided certificate. 

The SEcRETARY was requested to reply to Professor 
Mettam accordingly.” 


Ans. I wrote because I was asked for my opinion 
by the Secretary. My letter did not conflict with 
the resolution of the Council. I presume it is 
possible to have une certificate or one degree which is 
not obtained by passing every subject on the face of 
it en bloc. 

Ques. 2. Why is it, that from October 1894 to November 
1895, Mr. Hunting, the sole discoverer of this want (of a 
rule) made no effort to remedy it? And why is it that from 
1895 onwards every person who has attempted to remedy it 
has been met by Mr. Hunting’s determined hostility ? 

Ans. I deny that I was the sole discoverer of the 
absence of a rule. From October, 1894, to June, 
1895, the whole Council was engaged with the aid of 
Solicitor and Secretary in amending the bye-laws. 
On June, , they finally produced and adopted the 
present bye-laws, and I ask Mr. Dollar to point 
to the one he considers requires students to 
pass the subjects of the matriculation en bloc. I 
cannot find it, and have always said we should add 
one. Only one person has attempted “ to remedy 
it,” and that was Professor Edgar. 


Ques. 3. Why did he refuse to vote for Professor Edgar's 
motion ? 

Ans. This motion is not disposed of; it is only 
adjourned. I object to it because our rules can be 
better amended by a direct statement of our 
requirements. 

Ques. 4. Why, after promising in 1894 to furnish the 
Council with a return of the educational sertificates in 


Scotland did he neglect todo so? And why, when in 1895 
the return was again demanded did he both speak and vote 


against it? 

Ans. I never promised any return, and never 
neglected to furnish one. Such duties are for the 
Council and Secretary. 

Ques. 5. Why did not Mr. Hunting act on the special 
request of the Midland V.M.A. and publish their resolution ? 

Ans. As Editor of this paper, I use my discretion 
as to what I publish. I am a Member of the 
‘‘ Midland,” and I received no notice of the special 
meeting called in a hurry. I prefer to know how 
many were present and who voted before assisting 
somebody else’s election moves. 

j unting delayed the appearance 
England and Central Veterinary Medical Socities ? 

Ans. I have delayed the appearance of none of 
the reports sent to me. [ach has been published 
without delay on its arrival. Refer to the Secretaries. 


When this appears in print, it will be too late to 
affect the voting for members of Council. It might 
have appeared sooner if Mr. Dollar had cared to 
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send me a copy of his accusations at the same time 
he disseminated them all over the Kingdom. Up to 
this time, this simple courtesy has been denied me, 
and it was only late on Thursday of last week that a 
friend showed me the Special Election number, 
which was apparently produced to vilify and be- 
spatter my actions on the Council. 

Hontive. 


OUR CIRCULATION. 


The following letter is in reply to our remonstrance as 
to the mis-statement on this subject in the May number 
of The Veterinarian :— 


Messrs. H. & W. Brown, 
Dear Srrs, 

Will you allow me to say in reference to the state- 
ments recently made re the circulation respectively of 
The Veterinarian aid “ any weekly veterinary publica- 
tion” that I believe the responsibility rests entirely 
with me, as the figures given were founded on an esti- 
mate which | furnished? At the time, I believed the 
estimate correct and it was given in perfect gvod faith, 
but having implicit confidence in the honour of The 
Veterinary Record and in the correctness of its rebutting 
statement I have no hesitation in accepting its figures 
and withdrawing my own. I trust The Veterinary 
Record will accept this explanation and will in a 
similar spirit relieve The Veterinarian of the suggestion 
of any sinister motive in the matter.—Yours faithfully, 

Jno. A. W. 


We accept Mr. Dollar’s explanation. 

As regards the circulation of The Veterinary Record, 
we are now printing 1425 to 1450, and sending out 
nearly 1400 copies weekly, the figures for two recent 
weeks were 1400 and 1398 respectively. These in- 
clude no “specimen copies ” for advertising purposes, 
but only a short “complimentary ” list, a few exchanges, 
and the advertisers’ copies. The remainder are sub- 
scribers. 

We are unfortunately unable to obtain certificates of 

ting, as the S. Kensington sub-office, where we post, 
is not empowered to issue them. We are prepared to 
produce affidavits of the warehouseman and addressing 
clerk if required by our advertisers. 
H. & W. Brown. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 
EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
(Continued from page 627. 


DLGESTIVE DERANGEMENTS OF THE OX AND 
THE ACCOMPANYING COMPLICATIONS. 
By W. Turtitt, M.R.C.V.S., Wickham Market. 
Read at the meeting at Norwich, on May 12th. 


It is with a certain amount of diffidence that I rise to 
read this paper betore you to-day. Firstly, because be- 
ing a young member of the Society I feel rather out 
of place, and secondly that I have nothing new to intro- 
duce to your notice, so I trust you’ll receive my effort in 


the light in which it is brought before you, 1.e., the inter- 
change of opinion and the experience of the members 
present for the general enlightenment of all. With this 
apology I ask your attention while I read over these 
scattered notes, trusting you will excuse my shortcom- 
ings. 

‘As this is a wide subject it is impossible to touch upon 
everything in each class of patient,so my remarks will be 
chiefly applied to the ox. 

To commence, the subject of digestion is one of the 
most important functions performed in the animal 
body, as any derangement is soon made manifest, and if 
it is continued for any length of time it upsets the whole 
system and soon renders a tractable case at the outset, a 
tiring and unsatisfactory one to all concerned. 

In preparing the several aliments for assimilation— 
the process of digestion is very complex—any suddev 


bring on this disease in all our domesticated animals, and 
besides these general factors we have others which tend 
in producing this disorder, viz., the periods of dentition 
and their irregular growth afterwards, long fasts, travel- 
ling after eating heartily, foreign bodies in the stomach. 
The continued consumption of indigestible substances 
as the non-nutritive hard fibred grasses and turnips, 
mouldy hay etc., ill-conditioned food of any description 
and the irregularity of. feeding, with no regard or judg- 
ment used in coming off one thing on to the other, all 
tend to impair the digestive process and bring about un- 
told evils. 
Seeing there are so many factors which induce this dis- 
order, it is essential that the origin should be discovered 
and its removal be our first effort in the treatment of 
such cases. Before going further I would draw your 
attention to the complex structure of the stomachs of 
our ruminants, and | think you’ll agree with me it isa 
wonder they are not more often out of order than they 
are, considering how they are used by some. They not 
only digest the food but they prepare it also. This pre- 
paration is done by the mouth and the first, second and 
third stomachs. The re chewing, its maceration with 
the salivary secretions, its trituration and manipulation 
in the stomach all show an elaborate process before 
the food enters the true stomach to be acted on by the 
gastric juices, and hence passed on into the intestines to 
be further acted on by their secretions before the absorp- 
tion of the nutritive material is taken up for assimila 
tion. 
The term indigestion is rather wide to express the 
several situations in which we find these complex struc- 
tures becoming the seat of disease, so I will take them as. 
they come. Commencing at the mouth, in this particu- 
lar part we find that interference is often brought about 
by diseases of the tongue, salivary glands, irregular teeth, 
paralysis. Passing downwards we come to obstructions in 
the throat and gullet, due to growths causing pressure, 
foreign bodies and strictures. 
Getting down into the stomachs, we find each of these 
has its separate disorders or conjointly with the others, 
for instance in the case of tympanitis and engorgement, 
whereas when they are separately affected it depends 
upon the particular situation and the severity of the 
attack that we are able to judge whether our case is likely 
or not to recover. 
In cases of tympanitis no doubt all the stomachs are 
distended, which is due to the gases evolved as the 
result of the fermentation going on in the rumen, and 
which is often brought about by eating too freely of 
succulent matter with the dew on, or turnips that are 
frosted. 
This disorder causes serious loss to stock owners at 
times, especially so when any number of sheep or bul- 
locks are attacked at the same time. Take for instance 


introducing this particular subject for your discussion in 


a yard of bullocks in this condition late at night, the 


changes whether in diet, exercise, or temperature tend to, 
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most practical method is to turn them out, and theit 
gamboling about soon disperses this accumulation. but 
as it occurs sometimes they have got too far for this. the 
trocar must be used, or where the case does not look so 
urgent we must resort to medicine, the best agents for 
which is ammonia and its salts; hyposulphite of soda 
with Epsom salts. 1 use the trocar as seldom as | possi- 
bly can as I’ve had several bad sides following its use 

Before leaving this division of the stomach | should 
like to say a few words on the engorgement of it, termed 
plenalvia. hese are frequent cases in the summer 
and autumn and not always tractable. This condition 
is generally brought about by the continued consumption 
of over ripe and innutritious grass, calling upon the diges- 
tive powers to such an extent that inertia is produced, 
and they fill the stomach full to repletion, which is very 
marked ou the left side, pitting on pressure, showing the 
coats of the stomachs have lost their power. The treat. 
ment in these cases must be continued, as it takes some 
time to restore tone so that the stomach can evacuate 
itself ; this in some cases proves impossible, and rumeno- 
tomy should be resorted to before the animal sinks too 
low. If this is done cleanly and in good time there is 
good hopes of recovery. Still I usually try what good 
strong doses of purgative medicive will do with plenty of 
fluids, nerve stimulants, and stomachics combined. The 
second compartment of this preparatory chamber is 
seldom much source of annoyance to us. Although it 
occasionally becomes the receptacle of foreign bodies 
which penetrate its coat,in the form of nails etc. and 

s into the heart and cause a very serious complication. 
The functions of this stomach and its fellow, the omasum 
or maniplies, with the cesophageal groove is but little 
understood. However, in this third stomach we come to 
the chief seat of indigestion in the ox. The cause of this 
impaction is puzzling. 

Prof. Williams follows on Professor Dick’s lines, and 
says it is due to true gastritis or inflammation of the 
fourth stomach, and from the post-mortems I have made 
I must admit that 1 think he is correct, although in 
cases where | have had partial relief, and then they stop- 
ped again and after a while died, at the post-mortem I 

ave found this stomach, the lower part as hard and dry 
as pepper, whilst halfway down the leaves were quite 
liquid, and with no inflammation in the fourth stomach, 
but as these two stomachs are so intimately connected, 
and the symptoms of derangements of the one so much 
like the other, I think if we prescribe for them as one we 
shall hit the right line off, and that is treat them accord- 
ing as the case presents itself, i.c., if there’s much cere- 
bral excitement, delirium or excitability use sedative 
agents combined with vil. I also strongly recommend a 
blister externally, and keep the powers up by gruel and 
treacle. These cases are generally ushered in by diarrhoea, 
which is soon seen to stop, and constipation sets in ; the 
painful grunt on moving and the general fever of the 
system are indicative of this disease. 

I find these cases require very careful treatment, 
especially so in the way of medicine. 1 put more stress 
on the nursing and maintaining the patient’s strength. 

Now, gentlemen, as I am afraid you are tiring of the 
reiteration of old work, I trust this subject which | 


have introduced may call frum you a good discussion.— | pe 


(Applause.) 
Discussion. 


Mr. Hammonp said the subject was one that very much 
concerned country veterinary surgeons. It was a part 
of their practice that more tended to make or mar their 
reputation than any other. Whether they diagnosed 
their cases aright or not was sure to be found out. Some- 
times they were altogether contradicted and a different 
complexion altogether put upon the case. They went to 
a bullock worth perhaps £20, and the first question of 


their employer was “ What is the nature of the case ?’” 


How long will it be before the bullock gets well? If the 
animal was killed it would be wurth perhaps £12. His 
plan therefore was to feel his employer, fiud out what his 
views were aud fall in with them. (Laughter.) It they 
treated an animal and it got no better the owner always 
said he wished he had killed it in the first instance, and if 
it is killed at once the lungs are found to be just a little 
red or the liver rotten. (Laughter.) It was therefore 
most important they should properly diagnose each case, 
and that their prognosis should be correct. Though he 
had been 40 years in the profession he still found cases of 
the ox tribe most puzzling and difficult to diagnose. The 
essayist had mentioned the liver. It was most important 
that they should be able to diagnose disease of the liver, 
There were many symptoms in the ox tribe that indica- 
ted the disease. There was grunting, black and frothy 
dung, and contracted anus. When he had such a case 
and no improvement was made and the animal was in 
good condition he advised his employer to kill it. They 
all had one mode of treatment for it. He had sometimes 
thought he could diagnose wheu the third stomach was 
affected. In cases of intermittent grunting they some- 
times gave large quantities of opening medicine but that 
was a mistake ; there was no need, 

The Hon. Sec. said that the essayist, in speaking of 
plenalvia or inactiou of the stomach due to impaction, 
observed that it was due to taking a large amount of in- 
digestible food. He had had some troublesome cases 
which he put down to paralysis of the rnmen and loss of 
nervous action. He had had cows to all intents well and 
healthy enough in the first instance suddenly stop feed. 
ing and remain so, the bowels would be in a rather un- 
satisfactory state and the fwces covered with mucus. 
He had given aperient, stimulants and nux vowica, but 
there was no action or benefit. He had had cows like 
that for six weeks. You give them a handful of grass or 
fresh feed and they go at it as if they would eat a bushel, 
but after one or two mouthfuls they leave off. Suddenly 
they take a turn and in spite of medicine and attention 
get well of theirownaccord. This he believed was noth- 
ing more or less than inaction of the rumen itself. As 
to blown cattle Mr. Turtill said that a lot of bluwn bul- 
locks, if turned out in the evening, would gambol about 
the grass aud disperse the gas. How did they disperse 
it? Referring to impaction of third stomach he believed 
this was simply a symptom and not a disease at all, 
When they found the third stomach impacted with food. 
dry at one part and moist in another, it was due to some 
disease or irritation in the bowels or fourth stomach. In a 
case of disease of any organ nature throws that organ out 
of work untilit recovers. In the case of the bowels or the 
fourth stomach, the first, second and third are thrown out 
of action until the 4th recovers. They found this peculiar 
state of the feeces in the third stomach which farmers said 
was due to stoppages in the family crop. (Laughter.) 
He said 90 per cent. of cases of indigestion were due to 
some disease or irritation in the fourth stomach. He quite 
agreed with Mr. Hammond that the best thing in these 
cases was to treat their clients,—(Laughter.)—though 
this was not a very satisfactory way of getting to the 
bottom of a disease. The first three stomachs were de- 
ndent for their action upon the fourth. They prepared 
the food for digestion, the fourth stomach digested it and 
carried it to the bowels. If the fourth was thrown out of 
order their duties would cease. Mr. Hammond did not 
explain why he diagnosed disease of the liver by black 
dung and contracted anus. Could be explain why this 
dung was black, as that would help them to form an 
opinion about it. At the same time so far as his exper- 
ience went certainly 50 per cent. of the cattle killed had 
more or less diseased livers. He had seen scores and 
scores of beautiful fat, healthy bullocks bought privately 
at sales which, when killed, were found to be suffering 


| | 
rs | 
is 
se 
De 
1e 
al 
if 
le 
a 
id 
id 
n 
h. 
28 
8 
n- 
8- 
dd 
of 
ir 
of 
a 
ay 
ot 
e- 
1a 
sh 
re 
he 
to 
p- 
a 
he { 
C- 
as. 
ut 
h, 
in 
se 
it, 
is 
ly 
ne 
of 
t 
1- | 
© 


> 


5 


636 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May 30, 1896 


from disease of the liver, though showing no symptoms 
whatever when alive. If disease of the liver could occur 
without anybody being aware of the fact, how difficult it 
must be for them to diagnose disease of the liver. As to 
aperients, they used to be told at College if they had 
anything wrong with a bullock, give him a pound of salts. 
(Laughter.) He had come to the conclusion that this 
was all very well once but if they repeated the dose, say 
of sulphate of magnesia, instead of doing the animal 
good it was really poison to it. Too many salts were 
worse than none atall. Many of their cases were killed 
or made a good deal worse by the excessive use of salts. 
He had seven or eight cases every year of what he termed 
paralysis of the rumen, and he could physic them but 
they seemed to get well of their own accord. (Laugh- 
ter. 
Wr. Wa ttis said he had had a good deal of experieuce 
of impaction of the stomach, and he formed the opivion a 
ear or two back that salts were practically of no use. 
hey were all very well to unload the bowel, but in a bad 
case of impaction of the rumen, were no use at all He 
had used 20z. of aloes, 20z. of carbonate of potash and 
nearly always one drink would do, if not repeat the dose 
three days later with stomachics afterwards. 
Mr. ReemaN said he had @bullock in a complete state 
of coma and perfectly blind for ‘a fortnight. He gave 
large quantities \of linseed gruel in which he had yreat 
ith.” In afortnight heimproyed greatly but he went 
back aud diéda*mouth aftefwards. The post mortem 
showed that the mucdtv¢ membrane had nearly closed the 
orifice, more about the fourth stomach thau the third. He 
quite agreed with Mr. Wallis ‘as to the use of aloes. One 
dose of aloes followed by nux vomica or other nerve 
stimulants was preferable to a large dose of Epsom 
salts. 
Mr. J. D. OvERED said that his experience of the treat- 
ment of neat stock, though a ‘country practitioner, was 
very limited, what with sales, butchers, and the gommer- 
cial question. Feeding was, however, sometimes pro- 
ductive of very serious and even fatal consequences, 
Acorn feeding for instance was very difficult tu treat. 
Nothing was more difficult to treat iu the ox tribe than 
this. He had tried various specifics but his experience 
roved that medicines were of little use in these cases. 
e had given linseed and vatmeal gruel combined with 
treacle and nerve stimulants, There was a peculiar 
foetid discharge combined with blood straining and brain 
affection ; generally cattle lose their appetite and sink 
apparently from exhaustion. No matter what was given 
them, they ultimately died. He had seen a d: zen cows 
down at once with total loss of power from feeding on 
mangolds. He had one such case of a dozen cows but 
they all came round with a little medicive. He had also 
treated young stock that had eaten apples plentifully. 
The day after some could not rise and others staggered 
about like drunken men. After a little medicine and 
nursing they all got right. He had seen another kind of 
food prove very fatal to cattle, and that was raw potatoes, 
which had lost him more than one patient. Though cooked 
they formed an excellent food, raw, they acted asa 
poison and irritated the stomach. He quite agreed as to 
the value of aloes combined with an alkali, and he had 
lost a good deal of faith in salts. He used them sparingly 
and scarcely ever repeated the dose. Certain kinds of 
food he had noticed to produce brain compression com- 
bined with total blindness. The symptoms were pressing 
the head against the wall, loss of appetite and great 
prostration of strength. In the early stages of this he 
had found judicious bleeding yield very satisfactory re- 
sults. In some cases there was complete recovery in a 
few days, and he had also had health recovered but blind- 
ness left permanently. Redwater was exclusively a 
disease of the digestive system. In his own district 
this was comparatively prevalent, especially in cows 


three weeks after calving. Everyone must confirm Mr. 
Shipley’s view that disease of the liver was very common 
in cattle. Their excellent condition on slaughter, side 
by side with the great extent to which disease had in- 
vaded the liver was surprising. There was, of course, 
tuberculous liver ; an animal might come from the best 
possible farm and make the best of beef, and nobody 
know about it until the animal was opened. He did not 
however, think that functional derangements of the 
liver could exist without showing themselves and being 
recognised. 

The Hon. Ssc. detailed his experience with some 
young bullocks which had eaten a quantity of horse- 
radish. He found about half a peck of it in one that 
died. The others recovered. He had never suspected 
horse-radish would poison an ox. On the post-mortem 
he found acute inflammation, not only of the rumen but 


of the intestines, more especially about the first, second, 


and third stomachs, and the intercellular structure con- 
necting the omentum was full of a watery fluid in a jelly- 
like state. The abdomen contained 5 or 6 gallons of fluid. 

Prof. ALMOND said that plenalvia might be due to gas 
fermentation or solid matter. First they had to ascer- 
tain which they had to deal with. They could examine 
the rumen from the outside. His experience did not 
coincide with that of other speakers in the case of dis- 
tension by solids, He would not discard sulphate of 
magnesia, but a pound of salts was a most useful agent to 
remove solid masses fiom the rumen. It cleared the gut 
so that the solids might pass on with greater ease to the 
empty gut. Touching the rumen from the outside they 
could readily ascertain whether it was suffering from 
want of tone, because ou removing pressure it would not 
immediately take its proper form. One of the causes for 
this condition was no doubt a hasty meal. One of the 
accompanying symptoms was a more or less acid state of 
the contents of the rumen. It was a logical deduction 
that to counteract this they should admiuister some kind 
of alkaline or form of carbonate of potash or soda 
associated with aloes. Another mode of dealing with a 
matter of this kind was a form of oil containing some 
direct stimulant. He had had some successful cases in 
which he gave the original pound of salts, then adminis- 
tering a pint of castor or linseed oil in which was sus- 
pended 1 tol} or 2 ounces of turpéntine and tincture of 
ginger. That was old-fashioned but in his hands it had 
teen fairly successfal. It wasvan agent which if not 
successful in the first instances might be repeated in a 
short time, aud tonics could be given afterwards. In the 
cases of distension by gas, after the primary administra- 
tion of the pound of salts which he always gave with 
some kind of stimulant, he had found great benefit from 
carbolic acid in 2 drachm doses in a quart of water. It 
should uot be diluted too much, and might be repeated 
three times aday without any danger to the animal, and 
very often with the greatest benefit. Sulphate of soda 
was a very useful agent under similar conditions. No one 
he noticed had said anything about the temperature of 
the animals. Some practioners said a thermometer. was 
very little use as it would not tell them what was the 
matter with an animal, but it would record accurately its 
temperature at the part to which they applied it. Their 
prognosis would less frequently be iu error if they used 
the thermometer more freely. He had frequently found 
in cattle in cases of indigestion where the liver was 
supposed to be affected the temperature as high as 106 
and 107. By giving sulphate of soda and sulphate of 
maguesia these temperatures were reduced to normal by 
next morning, the remedies acting no doubt as a 
febrifuge. They were good for horses as well as cattle. 
He had treated a cow with drachm doses of carbolic acid 
in water every six hours and she recovered. His im- 
pression was that the animal was suffering from intussus- 
ception of only a small portion of the bowel, that the 
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bowel righted itself under the administration of anti- 
septics and sloughed away without being observed. He 


had had to treat animals which had been poisoned by 


eating dried bracken fern given them in their fodder. 
One died and he found large extravasations of blood on 
the peritoneum and ulcerations on the other side. 

The debate on the paper was then adjourned, on the 
motion of the Hon. Sec. to the next meeting. 


Councit CANDIDATE. 


Mr. KircHEN proposed that the Society heartily 
supports Mr. J Simpson as candidate for Council. Mr. 
Bower seconded. 

The Hon. Sgc. said that they were all pleased to 
support a gentleman who was prepared to carry out 
their wishes. It was only last year that they made their 
presence felt amongst the other veterinary societies in 
returning their member Mr. Bower to Council. (App.) 
He had carried out his duties so as to please everybody. 


Now they had another member of their Society as a 


candidate. (App.) When they had no member they had 
always gove to Mr. James Simpson and he had carried 
out their wishes to the letter. He had attended meet- 
iugs of the Council on their behalf, often at great incon - 
venience to himself. He sacrificed his appointments at 
the horse show in order to oblige them by attending the 
Council. (App.) He had by his interviews with the 
Hon. Walter Long, President of the Board of Agricul 
ture, been instrumental in restoring the veterinary 
department, the loss of which they had deplored so much. 
(Hear, hear.) He would carry out their wishes, and they 
could not do better than support him. (App.) 

The motion was then put and carried unanimously, 
and the Hon. Sec. directed to co-operate with other 
societies in order to secure Mr. Simpson’s return. 


Next MEETING. 


It was decided to hold the next meeting at Yarmouth 
in November, and the proceedings ended with a vote of 
thanks to the President. 

Ww. Surpzey, Junr., Hon. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE PRESS ON THE VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT. 


The Live Stock Journal says: 


We are very glad to read that Mr. James F. 
Simpson, President of the Royal College of Veteri 
nary Surgeons, has had further opportunities given 
him of urging on the President of the Board of 
Agriculture the wishes of the veterinary profession, 


with regard to its non-recognition by the State, and, | 


as a result of his repeated interviews, he states, in a 
letter to The Veterinary Kecord, that Mr. Long has 
consented to the restoration of the “ Veterinary 


” wi t its head 
| promised to restore the Veterinary Department ” of 


as Chief Veterinary Officer. This announcement 
will afford great gratification to agriculturist gene- 
rally, as well as to the veterinary profession, for the 
alteration of the name of the Veterinary Department 
Was very unpopular. 


The Morning Post says: 


tion they are receiving in official circles. And it 
must be admitted their dissatisfaction is not imagi- 
nary or groundless. The abolition, or rather the 
displacement, of the old and useful Veterinary 
Department of the Board of Agriculture by the 
existing Animals Division in the late Government’s 
time wasa great and unpardonable offence in the 
eyes of many outside, as well as all belonging to, the 
profession. The stockowners of this country—and 
likewise the Presidents of the Board of Agriculture— 
owe much of their success to the skilled veterinary 
advice always ready at hand in times of emergency, 
and surely it was a peculiar form of gratitude to 
show for these services to supersede, or permit to be 
superseded, the Department which was for so long 
and so usefully controlled by the profession as soon 
‘as the country had been tolerably well cleared of 
| disease. Representations, it is understood, are to be 
made to the present Government to have the former 
state of things reverted to. In the Earl of Camper- 
down’s amendment to the Public Health (Scotland) 
Bill the veterinary profession and stock-owners find 
another case for complaint. One of the clauses of 
the original Bill is identical with a clause in the 
Public Health (London) Act, 1891, which provides 
that a medical officer of health when he has reason 
to suspect disease to be transmitted by milk may 
inspect the dairy, and if accompanied by a veterinary 
surgeon the animals also. The amendment alluded 
to proposes to dispense with the veterinary surgeon 
and to entrust the diagnosis of disease in cows to the 
medical officer. In the interests of all concernel it 
is to be hoped such a proposal will be promptly 
rejected. 


The North British Agriculturist says : 
During his term of office as President of the 
Board of Agriculture, Mr. Herbert Gardner made 
one change of significant import in the constitution 
of the Board. That change consisted in abolishing 
the “‘ Veterinary Department” of the Board and 
substituting an ‘Animals’ Division,’ headed by a 
military man, in its place. This was a gross insult 
to the veterinary profession, and naturally it gave 
rise to a great amount of friction between the pro- 
fession and the Board. Indeed, it may be suspected 
that the veterinary advisers of the Board were not 
‘at all sorry to see the President, who had relegated 
them to a subordinate position under a highly undis- 
tinguished military officer, floundering hopelessly in 
‘the work of stamping out swine-fever with the whole 


‘of the veterinary profession against him. The 
veterinary profession have been as one man in 


‘agitating for the restoration of the status quo ante ; 


and it is satisfactory to learn that Mr. Long has now 


the Board with a veterinary surgeon as Chief 
Veterinary Officer. Mr. Long has certainly done « 
wise act. 


The Morning Advertiser says: 
The Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 


The members of the veterinary profession are not 


altogether satisfied with the treatment and recogni- 


Surgeens has been informed by Mr. Walter Long, 
President of the Board of Agriculture, that he 
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intends to restore the Veterinary Department of that 
Board, which was superseded under his predecessor 
by an “ Animals Division,” in which retired military 
officers were appointed to suppress disease in animals. 
It is stated that the old veterinary department, with 
Professor Brown, C.B., veterinary surgeon, as its 
director, aided by his veterinary assistants, Messrs. 
Cope and Duguid, succeeded in stamping out cattle 
plague and foot-and-mouth disease, and almost 
exterminated pleuro-pneumonia, whereas the military 
régime instituted by Mr. Herbert Gardner, now Lord 
Burghclere, has signally failed in the suppression of 
disease, although the expenditure has been increased 
to £150,000 a year. Much satisfaction is felt, alike 
by stockowners and by members of the veterinary 
profession, at the promised restoration of a veterinary 
department in connection with the Board of Agri- 
culture. 


— 


VETERINARIANS PUBLIC HEALTH 


On Wednesday a meeting of the veterinary profession 
was held in Edinburgh for the purpose of considering 
some of the clauses of the New Public Health (Scotland) 
Bill. The meeting was called by Mr. Rutherford, 
F.R.C.V.S., Bread Street, Edinburgh, in response to a 
circular letter from Mr. Simpson, President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, who urged that veterin- 
arians should use every legitimate means to have the 
44th (now 43rd) clause in the Bill amended, and also take 
steps to resist the amendments proposed by the Glasgow 
Corporation on the 60th (now 61st) clause. The circular 
letter from the President of the Royal College had only 
been received on Monday, and Mr. Rutherford, acting 
conjointly with Mr. Finlay Dun, F.R.C.V.S., Edinburgh, 
had hastily summoued the meeting in consequence. 
Although the meeting had been called at very short 
notice there was a very good attendance, over thirty 
gentlemen being present, among whom Principal Dewar, 
of the Royal (Dick) College ; Principal Williams, of the 
New Veterinary College; Mr. Clarke, Coupar- Angus; 
Mr. Cameron, Berwick-on-Tweed; Mr. Cunningham, 
Slateford ; Professor W. O. Williams, Mr. Peddie, Perth, 
&c. Letters and telegrams were also received from Prin- 
cipal M‘Call; Mr. Durkie, Mill of Mains, and many 
others, expressing their regret at being unable to be pre- 
sent, and cordially approving of the suggestion of the 
President of the Royal College. Mr. Finlay Dun was 
called upon to preside, and in opening the meeting he 
gave a lucid review of the controversial points they had 
met to discuss. The veterinary profession, he said, had 
been mainJy instrumental in exterminating numerous 
forms of contagious disease, such as rinderpest, foot-and- 
mouth, and pleuro, and they were prepared to loyally 
assist the Government in battling against such diseases 
as swine fever, glanders, and tuberculosis. They were 
surely, therefore, entitled to some State recognition for 
their past services to the Government, the stockowners, 
and the country. This new Bill empowered, and even 
called upon County and Burgh Councils, to appoint 
medical inspectors and sanitary inspectors, but it said 
not a word about the appointment of veterinary inspec- 
tors. And what was worse than that, it proposed to hand 
over to medical officers and sanitary inspectors the work 
of inspecting live stock, which could only be properly 
entrusted to properly qualified veterinary surgeons. He 
would therefore submit for their approval a motion in the 
following terms :— 

“ That this meeting of the veterinary profession in 
Edinburgh and neighbouring counties having met to 


consider the Public Health Bill, regret to find that 
clause 44 (now 43) will seriously interfere with their 
status quo as inspectors of fairs, dairies, markets and 
abattoirs, and would request that the veterinary sur- 
geon should, under all circumstances, be the person 
authorised to determine the health of. domestic 
animals.” 

Principal WiLL1aMs, in seconding, emphatically con- 
demned the intrigue that was being carried on by the 
Medical Officers of Health for the purpose of trying to 
get the veterinary profession ousted from the work of 
dairy and live stock inspection. Referring particularly 
to the proposals to that effect set forth in the memorial 
from the Glasgow Corporation, he said that such pro- 
posals were absurd ia the highest degree. The great 
disease nowadays was tuberculosis. Now, even the veter- 
inary surgeons themselves, with all their knowledge and 
experience of this disease, could not be absolutely certain? 
as to whether a beast were tubercular or not; and how 
could a medical man, who had never perhaps seen a beast 
tested for tuberculosis all his life, be a fit and proper 
person to determine whether any beast were tubercular 
or not? 

Principal Dewar said they could take no reasonable 
objection to clause 60 (uow 61), but they should resist to 
the utmost the amendments proposed to be made upon it 
by the Glasgow Corporation. These amendments had 
been rejected in the committee stage of the House of 
Lords ; but the Bill had still to run the gauntlet of the 
House of Commons, and a further effort might be made 
to have these amendments foisted upon the Bill with 
the view of getting the whole work of cattle inspection 
handed over to medical men. He had written to Mr. 
Cox, M.P., Edinburgh, on the subject, and had received 
from him a letter, enclosing a note from Lord Balfour, 
of Burleigh, stating that nothing more could be done un- 
til the Bill came to the Commons, when “the point 
alluded to by Mr. Dewar will receive careful attention.” 
As to the 44th (now 43rd) clause, that was all wrong to- 
gether, and they should do their best to have it amended. 
After some further discussion, the motion proposed by 
Mr, Dun was passed unanimously. | 

The CuarrMAN then said he should like to call their 
attention to the fact that, in the event of the 60th (now 
61st) clause being done away with, the Edinburgh Cor- 
poration proposed to introduce in their new Police Billa 
clause to the following effect :— 

“ The Medical Officer of Health, or any duly quali- 
fied veterinary surgeon who may be appointed for 
that purpose, may from time to time, within reason- 
able hours, enter any cowshed for the purpose of in- 
specting the cattle therein,” &c. 

The effect of this clause would be that the Medical 
Officer of Health would be delegated with authority, 
independently of the veterinary surgeon, to go and 
examine and determine as to the health of the stock. In 
such a case they could easily understand that, if the medi- 
cal officer were aggressive—he was going to say unscru 
ulous—(laughter, and cries of “so you may ”’), he muse 
take upon himself duties for which he was wholly un- 
qualified. He would move that in all cases of dairy in- 
spection the medical officer, if he was there at all, should 
be accompanied by a properly qualified veterinary sur- 
geon. 

Mr. RutHerForp, F.R.C.V.S., said he could not con- 
ceive anything more ridiculous than a medical man set- 
ting himself up as an authority on cattle diseases. He 
was afraid that they, as veterinary surgeons, had been 
making too much of the medical man. They had been 
showing Governments and municipalists how to stamp 
out contagious diseases, and now the medical man was 
attempting to step in and secure all the work, which 
could only be done properly by the veterinary practi- 
ioner. 
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t Mr. M‘Geocu, Paisley, said he had much pleasure in | Peter J. Combe, Pathhead-Ford. 
r seconding Mr. Dun’s motion. Wm. Bannatyne, M.R.C.V.S., Haddington. 
d Mr. Cameron, M.R.C.V.S., Berwick, said he failed to| John R. Brown, M.R.C.V.S., West Calder 
- see why the medical officer should have anything to do| P. A. M‘Donald, M.R.C.V.S., Edin burgh. 
n with the inspection of dairies at all. That was work for | James Spreull, M.R.C.V.S., Dundee, 
ic which the veterinary surgeon alone was competent. Stewart Stcckman, Professor of Pathology, Dick College. 
The CuarrMaN said that at present the medical officer! JD. Barclay, M.R.C.V.S., Dunfermline. 
bs had authority t» enter dairies, byres, and other places ; | James Clark, F. R.C.V.S., Coupar-Angus. 
8 but he had 1 authority and no competent qualifications | lames M‘Phail, M.R.C. V.C., Edinvurgh. 
oO for examining the animals in respect of disease, and it | Juhu Camerov, MR C.V.S., Berwick on-Tweed. 
yf was that fact which they wauted to bring prominently | Alexander R. Young, M.RC.V.8., Edinburgh. 
ly forward, by way of preventing the medical man from | George A. Thompson, M.R.C.V.S., Edinburgh. 
al arregating to himself the powers and authority which | John Riddoch, M.R C.V.S., Edinburgh. 
- could alune be properly exercised ty the veterinary sur-| Finlay Dun, F.R.C.V.S., Chairman. 
at geon. R. Ruturerrorp, F. R.C.V.8., Hon. See. 
r- On the Chairman’s motion being put to the meeting, 12, Bread Street, Edinburgh. 
id it was passed unanimously. 
iw? Principal Dewar said that, before the meeting conclu | Dear Mr. Huntina, 
Ww ded, he would like to draw their attention to some points| A copy of this resolution has been sent to every Scot- 
st by way of showing that the interests of veterinary sur-| tish M.P. in the hope that our position may be secured 
or eons and agriculturists were identical. He argued that,| by their influence and vote when the Bill is before the 
r rom a literal interpretation of the first and second sub- | Commons. 
section of clause 43, the medical officer and the sanitary! The attempt of the medical man to oust us from our 
le inspector would be empowered to enter byres where feed- | legitimate sphere of work is too barefaced.—Yours 
to ing stock were kept, as those were “in préparation for | faithfully, R. RurHerrorp., 
it sale for the food of man,” and, if they found any animal | ——-— 
ad that they thought to be wrong, they were empowered to 
of seize it, and the owver would be liable to a fine of £50, CORRESPONDENCE. 
he or otherwise to three months’ imprisonment. Further, —— 
de the third section of the clause made out that, if the THE ELECTION OF COUNCIL. 
th animal seized under this section were purchased from | Sir, 
on any one, the loss would be thrown back upon the orig-| During the day I have received various communica- 
{r inal seller, or at any rate the onus of proof would be| tions respecting the election of Council, and more particu- 
ad thrown upon him that he had no reason to believe that | larly dealing with the educational question. All are 
ar it was in that condition. In the case of an animal whose | agreed that the forthcoming election is a most important 
- carcase was condemned for tuberculosis, for instance, the | one. By this evening’s post I have received an anony- 
nt loss would fall not upon the butcher, but upon the} mous circular in which the members nominated are set 
12? farmer. That might be a question for the Law Courts to | out, with a certain number of them cut out by a stroke 
i. determine ; but, in any case, the origiual seller of the| of the pen. Surely such a circular is unealled for, as by 
od animal could only make himself clear of the loss if he | it we are supposed not to have an opinion of our own, or 
a could prove that he “did not know, and had_ no reason | that we are not competent to vote without having some 
’ to believe, that it was in such a condition.” That could | one to guide our pen. Among those who are erased I 
eir not be done without a great deal of trouble and cost, and | notice. names of gentlemen who have been useful and 
ow great risk of losing the case after all. These facts would | ornamental members of the Council up to the present 
nd show that agriculturists had as much interest as/| time, and I for one should be sorry to see the new Coun- 
lla veterinary surgeons in getting this clause amended— | cil sit without them. A special effort 1 notice is ae 
(applause ) made by a certain nomber of gentlemen to oust t oe 
ali- The meeting unanimously agreed that copies of the | from their seats by issuing a special election — 
for foregoing resolutions be sent to all the Scottish members The Veterinarian. To my mind if anything is _— e 
of Parliament. A cordial vote of thanks to the Chairman | to — 
in- terminated the meeting. could have adopted no 
result, ‘ 
t Now that the profession is to be appealed to to decide 
20th May, 1896. | this question, | urge on every member the necessity 
~| - We, the undersigned, being some of the members of | of using his independent opinion — hag! —— _ 
In the veterinary protession of Edinburgh and neighbouring | all the circulars and other matter w = — = “ 
sdi- counties, having met to consider the Public Health | ceived by them from various interested Individuals, who 
| (Scotland) No. 2 Bill, regret to tind that the clause, now | by this means endeavour to induce them to take a par- 
A number 43, and the amendments which were proposed to ticular course in giving their votes. The difference 
| be introduced into clause 61, will seriously interfere with |! seems to me to be, shall the Royal College “4 Lesenae  4 
fl our status quo as Inspectors of dairies, fairs, markets and | Surgeons borrow the rules of the Medical Council, or 
ud abattoirs ca roles g respectfully request that a qualified | shall we adopt rules of our own independent of any other 
= veterinary inspector or other qualified veterinary surgeon body. I[ say let us have our own rules, be us v4 cg 
al shall, under all circumstances, be the person authorised | subjects ~—_ be corset = _— rules, ere to them, 
: : : verely alone. 
to determine the health of the domestic ete ina ~~ papier for cet. of the profession to so make 
J. R. = ee, F.R.C.V.S., Principal, Royal Veterinary or borrow rules which can in a great measure hinder «: 
rom agricultural districts enterin 
the best and most practical men to represent the pro- 
James M‘Dougall, M.R.C.V.S., Helensburgh. fession in country practices. Why should difficulties be 
Peter Moir, M.R.C.V.S., Edinburgh. thrown in their way? If they have received a good 
O. Conningham, M.B.0.V.8., Slateford. education, and are able to pass the examination set out 
by the members of the Council in any form why should 


James Crow Paton, M.R.C.V.S., Edinburgh. 
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restrictions be placed upon the mode or manner in which 
they obtain their certificate or certificates so long as they 
satisfy the examiners before obtaining their diploma? I[ 
fail myself to see how this can act in any way detrimentally 
to the status of the profession, and shall vote for those 
gentlemen only who are in favour of making and adopt- 
ing special rules for the veterinary profession in respect 
of the matriculation examination for students desirous of 
entering any of the veterinary schools.—I am, sir, faith- 
fully yours, 

St. Leonard’s-on-Sea. 

May 20th, 1896. 
(The foregoing letter was crowded out last week.— Ep. | 


Henry JARVIs. 


THE MATRICULATION STANDARD. 


In your issue for May 23rd, Mr. Fraser writes: “ I 

do not entertain nor did I give expression to the views 
on the standard of general education attributed to me 
by Mr. Dollar.” 
. I presume Mr. Fraser alludes to the following: “ The 
whole body of the Council is divided into two parties, 
one of which, typified by .... and Mr. Fraser, thinks 
a student who requires three or four or ten chances to 
pass the: matriculation is as good as the student: who 
passes at once.” 

May I direct Mr. Fraser’s attention to the following 
extract from the report of proceedings of the Council, 
R.C.V.S., 4th December, 1895, which has perhaps 
escaped his notice. 

“Mr. Fraser seconded Mr. Barrett’s amendment. . . 
He did not understand the learned Professors at the 
other end of the table, when they asserted that if the 
examipations were not passed all at one time the stan- 
dard was reduced. If a lad was examined to-day in 
arithmetic, three months after in algebra, and three 
months later in geometry, did it follow that he was any 
the less qualified than a man who passed the three in 
one day ? 

“ Prof. Penberthy: Yes. 

“ Prof. McFadyean : Certainly. 

“ Mr. Fraser thought it was superior to an examination 
passed at one time.” és. 


As a recent complainant permit me to utilise this 
opportunity, and to be also the first to express an 
undoubtedly general feeling by heartily thanking you for 
your excellent report of the recent proceedings of the 
Central Veterinary Medical Society. Yours faithfully, 

Jno. A. W. Dottar. 


VETERINARY OPINIONS. 
Sir 

It is quite evident that Mr. Banham and I, agree to 
differ ou certain points in connection with the question 
of soundness in horses, and opivions given by practi- 
tioners, But there are some statements in his letter 
which admit of criticism in order to avoid any suspicion 
of misrepresentation on my part. 

In the first place, I still maintain that time will 
decide which opinion is correct, referring éspecially to 
the question of the soundness or otherwise of the hocks. 
Take the case of a young horse with uneven hocks, one 
pracittioner passes him sound, another rejects the same 
animal. What evidence have we as to which opinion is 
the correct one? Nothing but time will decide. If the 
horse stands work, and does not develope disease, then 
he was sound so far as we can judge. Take the case of a 
hunter that has stood the test of a season’s hunting, and 
that has suspicious hocks, either very coarse, or uneven. 
Men will differ in such a case, but the real test is the 
work, and the animal remaining sound. 

Mr. Banham may say that in such an animal a spavin 
may be present, and still he may go sound. But who is 


to decide the question in a definite manner? Men buy 
horses either to work them, or to sell them again, in 
either case the horses must go sound, if the purchasers 
are to be pleased. 

As I before remarked, an examination of a large 
number of hocks post-mortem, will convince anyone how 
difficult a matter it is to arrive at a correct conclusion as 
to the existence or otherwise of disease in this important 
structure, by our ordinary methods of examination. Of 
course practitioners will differ, but such difference of 
opinion cannot and should not be ascribed to a desire to 
please the owners of horses. , 

I nowcome to the question of “ cataract,” and must 
apologize to Mr. Banham for the error he complains of. 
But surely he is paying a very peculiar compliment to 
his confréres, when he says “I believe other veterinary 
surgeons in the town would pass it.” This tomy mind 


inferred that the cataract was so small that it coukt? 


easily be overlooked by any veterinary surgeon. 

In this country we often have to examine horses under 
adverse circumstances, and in open fields at fairs, and it 
can easily be understood that a cataract the size of pin’s 
point may not be detected, and that “ignorance or 
neglect ”’ should not be ascribed to the practitioner who 
makes the error. Perhaps Mr. Barnham is fortunate 
enough to possess some special means of detecting these 
minute cataracts. 

It is evident that Mr. Banham has a unique experience 
in the differences of opinion of his professional brethren 
in questions of soundness, but it really is strange that 
he and the Professor at the College, differed as to the 
existence of “roariug” in a horse. About such a 
disease there should be no room for doubt, indeed it does 
not take a special degree of skill to discover it.—Yours 
etc., E. Watuis Hoare. 

Cork, May 25th, 1896. 


AN ARTISTIC MISTAKE. 
Sir, 

Having occasion to call at 10, Red Lion Square, lately 
I was surprised to find a new tablet upon the wall of the 
vestibule. Now it may seem ungracious to even criticise 
a gift, but as one of the unconsulted humble rank and 
file I would seriously ask who was the art director that 
selected and approved this strange tablet /—which by 
the way is hung, or nailed, quite out of plumb. 

This kind of repoussé work does not appear suitable for 
a commemorative tablet as the lettering is so indistinct 
that reading it is difficsult—even Professor Simonds name 
appears as if spelt with a“ Y.” The whole thing looks 
cheap and nasty. 

I hope those gentlemen who attend the annual general 
meeting will look at this novelty, and will not allow any 
false sense of politeness or a too keen sense gratitude to 
blind their critical faculties. Just as a thing of beauty 
is a joy for ever, so an object of ugliness is a standing 
reproach when fixed in a prominent position —Yours 
truly, H. G. Rocers. 


ALLEGORICAL ALLUSIONS. 


Professor Penberthy requests me to say that the word 
“ Southport ” referred to by “G. M.” in your last issue 
should really have been “youthful.” The words when 
hastily written are not dissimilar ; a glance at the en- 
closed leaf of M.S. (the original) will show this. | myself 
read it at first as “ Southport.” Jno. A. W. D. 


Communications, Books, AND PaPERS RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
H. G. Rogers, Jno. A. Dollar, R. Rutherford, E. W. Hoare, 
J. H. Bates, W.R.Clarke, H.J. Dawes, (A. S. Grant, 
F. E. Place, J. Davidson, J. Peddie, D. Young, F.G. Ashley. 
The Maryland Farmer. 
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